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Juan, the Woodcutter, Wins the Daughter of a King (the Lord of the Mountain) (see no. 95, 137)
A man named Juan used to cut firewood and sell it to feed his wife and children. One day when he was
out cutting wood he saw two young women bathing in the river. They were the daughters of the Lord of
the Mountain. The younger daughter married Juan against her father’s wishes. The father gave Juan many
difficult tasks to do in hopes that he would die trying to do them. However, Juan’s wife was the princess of
the mountain, and she used her magical powers to help Juan complete all of the impossible, dangerous tasks
his father-in-law assigned to him. Finally Juan and his wife ran away from her parents, and took all of the
Lord’s riches with them. Juan’s wife told him to go and give money to his first wife so she could maintain
herself and her children. She also told him not to drink the coffee his ex-wife offered him, nor should he
bathe in the sauna that she offered him. However, Juan drank the coffee, and bathed in the sauna. In this
way he lost his new wife, the princess of the mountain, and he became poor again.
Juan, el leñador, gana a la hija de un rey (dueño de la montaña) (véase no. 95, 137)
Un hombre llamado Juan cortaba leña, y la vendía para mantener a su esposa y a sus hijos. Un día cuando
estaba cortando leña, vio a dos muchachas bañándose en el río. Ellas eran las hijas del Dueño de la Montaña. La hija menor se casó con Juan contra los deseos de su papá. El suegro le daba tareas difíciles y peligrosas a Juan. El suegro quería que Juan muriera procurando de cumplir con sus deberes. Sin embargo la
nueva esposa de Juan era la Princesa de la Montaña, y ella también tenía poderes mágicos. Ella los usó para
ayudar a Juan a completar todas las tareas que su suegro le daba. Por fin Juan y su esposa se huyeron de la
casa de los papás de la muchacha, y llevaron consigo las riquezas del Dueño de la Montaña. La muchacha
le dijo a Juan que fuera a dar dinero a su primera esposa para que se mantuviera a sí misma y a sus hijos.
También la hija del Dueño de la Montaña le dijo a su esposo que si su ex-esposa le ofrecía café para tomar
o un baño en el temescal, que no aceptaría. Sin embargo, Juan bebió el café y se bañó en el temescal. Y en
esa manera perdió a su nueva esposa, y de nuevo llegó a ser pobre.

UNM

LATIN AMERICAN &
IBERIAN INSTITUTE

Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973. All of them are narrated
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
Collected and recorded by
Dr. James Mondloch
Transcribed by
Miguel Guarchaj Ch’o’x and Diego Guarchaj
Funding and support provided by
The UNM Latin American and Iberian Institute and the US Department of Education Title VI National Resource
Center grant.
Title page image provided courtesy of
Dennis G. Jarvis
Usage rights
Copyright © 2011 The University of New Mexico, Latin American and Iberian Institute. All Rights
Reserved. You may print, reproduce and use the information in, and retrieve files containing
publications or images from, The University of New Mexico’s WWW documents for non-commercial, personal,
or educational purposes only, provided that you (i) do not modify such information, and (ii) include any copyright
notice originally included with such information and this notice in all such copies.
Alternative formats
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the information contained herein is available in alternative
formats upon request.
Additional information about this project is available online
http://laii.unm.edu/kiche
Correspondence should be directed to
The University of New Mexico
Latin American & Iberian Institute
801 Yale Boulevard NE / MSC02 1690
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87131-0001
Phone: (505) 277-2961
Fax: (505) 277-5989
E-mail: laii@unm.edu
Web: http://laii.unm.edu

